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Mainland China has always been describing as “a place with vast territory and abundant resources,
especially on fauna and flora”. As the pace of development of mainland China was far later than the
developed countries, many of our precious species could be preserved till recent years. Bird is one of the
most attractive wildlife, so that many overseas birdwatchers come from a long way to visit the rare birds
located in the remote areas. However, birds in China are now facing threats in an unprecedented large
scale. In a densely populated area of South China region, there has an enormous pressure of development,
pollution and destruction of the natural environment. Together with a massive scale of wildlife hunting and
spreading of invasive species, many birds in this region has become highly threatened and could have a

high chance of getting extinct in the coming future.

Reclamations along all the coastal areas in China already destroy many
intertidal mudflats, a key feeding habitat for several tens of thousands
waterbirds. China coast is an important stopover site for these birds to
refuel their bodies to continue their epic migrations from the Arctic area in
the north to SE Asia and Australia in the south. Another problem that the
HKBWS, together with international NGO, e.g. BirdLife International, plan
to tackle immediately is the consumption of wild bird. The consuming of
wildlife in Guangdong Province was already well-known by many of us.
Guangxi is also the collecting and distributing center of all kinds of wildlife.

The authors of this book are experienced birdwatchers and researchers
from mainland China, Hong Kong and Singapore: Dr. Liu Yang from Sun Yat-
sen University, Mr Yong Ding Li from Australian National University and Mr.

Yu Yat Tung from Hong Kong Bird Watching Society. The authors plan to use this

A Naturalist’s Guide to the
BIRDS
OF CHINA

Southeast China, including Shanghai

Liu Yang, Yu Yat-tung and Yong Ding

book to arouse more interest from the public to the birds and their habitats in this region. They also donate
all loyalty derived from this book to the “China Coastal Waterbird Census” organized by HKBWS for
promoting a systematic survey of waterbirds in China to provide comparable and essential information for
the numbers and distributions of waterbirds, that contributes to wildlife conservation in this area.
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